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(145.5~mot/t [88.0;465.0], 44.5mt/mn) and the 
end of the treatment (168.0~mot/t [66.0;363.0], 
39.8 mt/mn). 
Conclusion: This study showed treatment of pa- 
tients with LF had an exceLLent renal safety profile 
particuLarLy in patients either with a normal or 
altered renal function receiving combined nephro- 
toxic drugs. 
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Introduction: Severe sepsis, defined as a systemic 
response to infection with acute organ dysfunction, 
is associated with significant morbidity and mor- 
tality. Immunosuppression in hematologic patients 
resulting from chemotherapy Leads to severe infec- 
tion, which is a frequent cause of death. However, 
there is a paucity of data regarding the epidemi- 
otogy of severe sepsis in hematology malignancies. 
We conducted a study to determine estimates of 
the incidence and mortality of sepsis in this popu- 
Lation. 
Methods: ALL adult patients with hematologic 
malignancies admitted in our institution were 
prospectively observed. We analyzed the data of 
aLL episodes of sepsis which occurred during 4-year 
period including the foLLowing parameters: type of 
hematologic malignancy, chemotherapy regimens 
and setting, neutropenia duration, cLinicaL and mi- 
crobioLogicaL documentation and mortality. Sep- 
sis was defined according to the American CoL- 
Lege of Chest Physicians/Society of Critical Care 
Medicine. 
Results: Between January 2002 and September 
2005, from a total of 237 patients foLLowed, 
85 episodes of sepsis occurred in 68 (28%) patients. 
In these patients the type of underlying disease 
were: acute myetocytic Leukemia in 20 (29%), tym- 
phoma in 19 (28%), Leukemia acute Lymphocytic 
Leukemia in 8 (12%), chronic myetocytic Leukemia 
in 8 (12%), Hodgkin's disease in 6 (9%), myetoma 
in 3 (4%) and others 4 (6%).The median age in our 
population was 55 years. Among the patients with 
sepsis 21 (31%) had septicemia, 20 (29%) pneumo- 
nia, 16 (24%) both cLinicaL presentation, pneumonia 
plus septicemia and in 11 (16%) no infectious cause 
was found. Forty-one patients (60%) had a micro- 
bioLogicaLLy documented infection (MDI), 17 (25%) 
had only a cLinicaLLy documented infection (CDI) 
and 7 (10%) had fever of unknown origin (FUO). Of 
those patients with MDI, 35 cases (51%) had sep- 
ticemia, 6 (9%) had LocaLized infection without bac- 
teremia and 3 (5%) had a fungat MDI. The organism 
distribution was: Gram-negative baciLLi 21 (47%), 
Gram-positive 19 (43%), anaerobe 1 (4%) and fungus 
3 (6%). MortaLity from sepsis was 44% (30), of these, 
50% (15) were neutropenic when death occurred. 
The median age of the patients who died from 
sepsis was 49 years. 
Conclusions: We found that severe sepsis is a 
common and deadly complication in hematologic 
patients. The incidence and mortality in this pop- 
utation is not affected by age and is higher than 
was reported in the Literature. Advances in medical 
therapy and early diagnosis for these complicated 
patients could have a significant impact on cancer 
survivaL. 
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Background: Stenotrophomonas maltophilia (SM) 
is an emerging pathogen. We noticed in past years, 
increasing numbers of hematology patients with 
SM bacteremia in our hospitaL. Such patients are 
at high risk of SM infection but empiric antibiotic 
regimes often do not cover this muLti-resistant 
organism. 
ObJectives: We aim to characterize SM bacteremia 
in hematology patients; so as to identify those at 
risk of infection and modify practices to optimize 
care. 
Methods: Case notes of hematology patients with 
SM bacteremia between January 1999 and Decem- 
ber 2004 was reviewed retrospectively. CLinicaL 
characteristics, risk factors, manifestation of bac- 
teremia, and outcome were documented. 
Results: In the study period, SM bacteremia oc- 
curred in 36 hematology patients. Case notes 
were avaiLabLe for review in only 31 patients 
(20 males, 11 females; mean age 46 years). 
The most common hematoLogicaL disorder was 
acute myetoid Leukemia (67.7%). Other patients 
had tymphoma (9.7%), myetoma (3.2%), other 
Leukemia (12.9%) and aptastic anemia (3.2%). Mean 
Length of stay before bacteremia was 22 days. 
Five patients (I 6. I%) had bone marrow transplants, 
24 (77.4%) received chemotherapy; bacteremia 
